
CMA’s Teen Open Studio (TOS) is a twice weekly,  
after-school drop-in program offered free to Central Ohio 
teens ages 13 to 19. The TOS program is an art studio 
dedicated to addressing the needs of teens in today’s 
world, beyond what is offered in the classroom and at 
school. Here, the creative interests and ideas of teens 
drive a transdisciplinary approach to learning so that 
they can authentically make connections between new 
knowledge, past experiences, and relevant issues of our 
time. This environment of teen-guided learning fosters a 
culture of belonging and empowerment, self-discovery, 
and active participation in creative social change through 
experimentation with a wide variety of new and traditional 

artistic media.

YOUTH WHO PARTICIPATE IN TEEN OPEN STUDIO BENEFIT FROM: 

• Unprecedented access to free, quality art materials, resources, and technology like 3D printers, a music studio,   

 digital drawing tablets, sewing machines, screen printing, paints, and more!

• Dedicated time for creating art…no deadlines, chores, or homework. Time at TOS is solely reserved for  

 creating art,  broadening your horizons and exploring different types of creativity; boredom is not an option.

• Learning modeled on “figuring out” rather than “being told” that helps teens acquire the creative thinking skills  

 to become more autonomous learners, question norms, and develop ideas that will better our world and the future.

TEEN OPEN STUDIO

“It’s helped me see there are lots of solutions to any problem, 
lots of different ways to look at something and express an idea”

“Build yourself up, make things better, 
build your strengths, make connections 
with other people. I make a point to do 
that because I come to SURGE… I don’t 
have an excuse to be a regular teenager 
that doesn’t do anything now.”



• Collaborative engagement and motivation from adult mentors and peers who lend support through genuine  

 interest in teens’ ideas, help move ideas forward, and encourage creative play.

• Expanded self-confidence and self-awareness by being allowed to just create, regardless of artistic skill  

 or creative disposition. In turn, teens gain a sense of pride and direction that will help guide them on their individual  

 paths through life.

• A supportive creative environment for teens to make positive connections with peers and artists,  

 develop essential social skills, bolster their confidence, and embrace what makes us each a little weird.

TEEN OPEN STUDIO

“I failed so many times, now I know 

how. [Teen Open Studio] taught me 

adversity. [In other environments],  

I never would have tried. If I mess 

up I still use that mess-up; now I  

take that creativity in adversity  

to everything.”

“I have met artists, I would have never done that…It is one thing to go online 

and look at art but it is one thing to have the artist right next to you and give 

you pointers, explaining things that they got to go through.”


